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Evolution of our understanding of the working of 
nature has arisen after almost two million years of 
hard work. In the present talk we will discuss how 
humans have developed insights into the working 
of nature and manipulated it to their advantage 
over this period. We will show that while the 
recent European (and American) domination has 
brought about a dramatic change in our 
understanding of nature, it is built on earlier 
insights starting from the work of proto humans. 
We will also show that this approach is now 
reaching its limits and new ideas are needed to 
improve our understanding of nature. 
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