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Colloquium 
 

How to give a bad talk! 
10 commandments and more 

 

Arnab Bhattacharya 
 

TIFR, Mumbai 
 

Do you have the presentation blues? Not sure how to mess up your 
seminars and talks? The 10 Commandments will surely help you! 
 

For many years, the much-accepted seminar standard model has called 
for a knowledgeable speaker to enthusiastically convey information to an 
interested audience. By modelling experimental evidence encountered 
during a number of mind-blowing but excruciatingly boring talks, and 
new theories of constant negative covfefe, we show proof of the breakdown 
of this model. This presentation highlights the recently discovered 
techniques of powerpointlessness. Carefully following such techniques, 
coupled with the appropriate use of unlabeled and irrelevant graphs has 
been proven to obscure any remnant of an intelligible presentation. 
Success can be quantitatively measured in terms of an attention 
parameter, as shown in a fig. somewhere on this page. Time permitting, 
we’ll also show the best way to use tiny text, multi-layered figures, 
confusing layouts, and dubious colour schemes for awesome poster 
presentations. 

Typical attention level vs. time during seminar presentation 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Monday, Jun 11th 2018 
 

11:30 AM (Tea/Coffee at 11:00 AM) 
 

Seminar Hall, TIFR-H 
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